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Samhain, 2008 (26.1)
o
CSANA
Celtic Studies Association of North America

Officers: 

President: Frederick Suppe, Ball State University

Vice-President: Morgan Davies, Colgate University

Secretary-Treasurer: Elissa R. Henken, University of Georgia

Members at Large: 

Dan Wiley, Southern Illinois University
Lenora A. Timm, University of California, Davis


Amy Eichhorn-Mulligan, University of Memphis

Bibliographer: Karen Burgess: UCLA

Executive Bibliographer: Joseph F. Nagy: UCLA 
Newsletter Editor: Charles MacQuarrie: California State University, Bakersfield

Past-President:  Joseph F. Eska, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Incorporated as a non-profit organization, the Celtic Studies Association of North America has members in the United States, Canada, Ireland, Wales, Scotland, Europe, Australia and Japan. CSANA produces a semi-annual newsletter and bibliographies of Celtic Studies. The published bibliographies (1983-87 and 1985-87) may be ordered from the Secretary- Treasurer, Prof. Elissa R. Henken, Dept. of English, Park Hall, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602, USA (Email: ehenken@uga.edu )..

The electronic CSANA bibliography is available at: http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/celtic/csanabib.html,or visit our Web site at: http://www.csub.edu/~cmacquarrie/csana/. The electronic bibliography is available at cost in printed form to members who request it. 

The privileges of membership in CSANA include the newsletter twice a year, access to the bibliography and the electronic discussion group CSANA-l (contact Prof. Joe Eska at eska@vt.edu to join), invitations to the annual meeting, for which the registration fees are nil or very low, the right to purchase the CSANA mailing list at cost, and an invaluable sense of fellowship with Celticists throughout North America and around the world.

Membership in CSANA is open to anyone with a serious interest in Celtic Studies. Dues are payable at Bealtaine. New and renewing members should send checks in any of the three accepted currencies to Elissa R. Henken at the above address. Checks in US dollars, payable to CSANA, must be drawn on a US bank or an affiliate of a US bank (international money orders cannot be accepted). Cheques in British Sterling must be made payable to Elissa R. Henken. Checks in Canadian dollars must be made payable to Diana Luft. 

Associate Member (sudent, retiree, unemployed, institution) 

$15.00 ($21 Canadian, ₤10.50, $15.75 PayPal)

Sustaining Member (regular) 




$25.00 ($35 CAD, ₤17.50, $26 via PayPal)

Contributor 






$50.00 ($70 CAD, ₤36.50 ,$52 via PayPal)

Patron 







$100.00 

Benefactor 






$250.00 

(Contributors, Patrons and Benefactors support the creation of the CSANA bibliography, help to defray expenses of the annual meeting, and allow CSANA to develop new projects. Please join at the highest level you can.)

Llywelyn the Great: Prince of Gwynedd

Turvey, Roger. Llandysul: Gomer Press, 2007.

160 pages. Genealogical tables, illustrations, 

and maps ISBN 978-1-84323-747-1

In Llywelyn the Great: Prince of Gwynedd, historian Roger Turvey turns his attention to Llywelyn ap Iorwerth, born a prince of Gwynedd in 1173, and who would later become Llywelyn Fawr (Llywelyn the Great) (1200–1240). Drawing from medieval manuscripts, historical literary sources, and contemporary scholarship, Turvey presents a “relatively brief and broad-ranging introduction to the life and career of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth” (xi).

Llywelyn, son of Iorwerth Drwyndwn, grandson of Owain Gwynedd, and rightful heir to Gwynedd, was one of only two Welsh rulers to bear the epithet “Great” (the other being Rhodri Mawr, 820-878). Applying his “statesmanship and soldiery” (1) – his ambition and ruthlessness – to the prevailing political climate, Llywelyn strategically outplayed his enemies, expanded his territory, patronized the arts, supported the Church, and united much of Wales against the English. Ironically perhaps, Llywelyn was succeeded by his son Dafydd II, a product of his marriage to King John of England’s illegitimate daughter Joan (Agozzino).

Opening with a general historical backdrop, Turvey parses Llywelyn’s life into five periods; from his birth at Dolwyddelan Castle amongst the sibling rivalry and subsequent dynastic fragmentation following the death of Owain Gwynedd in 1170 (c.1173-1188); his ascendancy and the restoration of relative stability (c.1188-1201); his antagonistic relationship with King John of England (1201-1216); his dealings with Henry III of England (1216-1234); and his latter years and peaceful death (1234-1240). 

The concluding chapter serves as an epilogue or assessment of Llywelyn’s political successes and his contribution and place in the history and hearts of Wales. Turvey carefully considers the contexts and validity of Llywelyn’s Bardic eulogies and the contemporaneous English opinions. Although Turvey does not offer any new data per se – though that the English cleric-chronicler Matthew Paris (under the patronage of Henry III) was the first to apply the epithet “Great” was new to me (141) – he does an impressive job of collating innumerable strands, and the illustrations are relevant and helpful. That we finally have an entire book, rather than a chapter in a book, dedicated to Llywelyn the Great is in of itself a worthy contribution that will no doubt be useful for scholars and teachers of Celtic Studies, Medieval Studies, and History. 

· Turvey has published widely on medieval and early modern British history. Other Welsh titles include The Welsh Princes: The Native Rulers of Wales 1063–1283 (New York: Longman, 2002), and, with Carol Turvey, Focus on Welsh History: Teacher's Resource Book (Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 1998). Though not on the scale of J. Beverley Smith’s magnum opus devoted to Llywelyn the Great’s equally famous grandson Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2001), Turvey has achieved what he set out to do – present an accessible assemblage of the life and times of Llywelyn in a compact and reasonably-priced paperback. Although no visual portrait of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth exists (1), in Llywelyn the Great: Prince of Gwynedd, Roger Turvey provides a clear, concise, and convincing portrayal.

Works Cited:

Agozzino, Maria Teresa. “Llywelyn ap Iorwerth, prince of Gwynedd.” Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages, edited by Robert E. Bjork. Oxford: Oxford University Press, forthcoming.
Maria Teresa Agozzino

American Folklore Society/The Ohio State University

MayDay: The Coming of Spring

Rowe, Doc. Swindon: English Heritage, 2006

96 pages. Illustrations (black and white and color photographs)

ISBN 1-85074-983-3. $16 [£8.99] 

Distributed in the US by The David Brown Book Company, 

the North American office of Oxbow Books

www.oxbowbooks.com
.

The transition from the end of cold dark inhospitable winter to the onset of the bright sunny fecund weather of spring and summer has long been observed and celebrated throughout many parts of the world. In the British Isles, May 1, or May Day (Celtic Beltane), traditionally marks the seasonal shift. In this colorful pocket-sized book, David “Doc” Rowe sets out to introduce the various traditional May Day festivities extant in the British Isles, urging readers to both acquaint themselves with and appreciate the dynamic and seemingly enigmatic May Day folk customs practiced today.

The book, whose glossy front cover is adorned with an evocative close-up photograph taken during Padstow’s popularized May Day pageantry, may be loosely divided into three sections: introduction and overview (6-35), selection of field work examples (36-89), and sources and resources (90-96). From the outset, Rowe champions May Day’s rich and varied heritage and in his historical overview, points to the folk processes of adaptation and conflation of traditions over time: the incorporation of processions, pranks, fires, poles, foliage, and morning dew; the prevalence of dancing, singing, racing, well dressing, hiring, and paying rents; the accretion of characters such as Robin Hood, Jack-in-the Green (not to be confused with Lady Raglan’s Green Men [26]), May Queens, Hobby Horses, Morris dancers, as well as the significance of chimney sweeps, milkmaids, and fishermen.

The examples are generally described in a page or two of text, followed by a series of (mostly color and mostly stunning) plates. Although Scotland and Wales (and not Ireland or Man) are mentioned in the introduction, the nineteen representative case studies all occur in England. Their quaint titles frequently betray the thematic nature of the festive event: May Garlands; Padstow ’Obby ’Oss Day; Minehead Hobby Horse; Hunting the Earl of Rone; Hastings Jack-in-the-Green; Helston Floral Dance; Barwick-in-Elmet Maypole; Abbotsbury Garlands; Grovely Forest Rights; Castleton Garland Day; Derbyshire Well Dressing; Whitby Penny Hedge; Beating the Bounds, Tower of London; Beating the Bounds, St. Michael’s, Oxford; Bread and Cheese Dole, St. Briavels; Cooper’s Hill Cheese Rolling; Cotswold’s Olympics; Corby Pole Fair; and Bampton Morris.

Rowe provides sufficient historical context for readers to discern whether May Day customs have been continuous, invented, or revitalized. Furthermore, he nicely attributes the transference of previously adjacent calendar customs and related Church days to political appropriation and calendar system upgrades (I especially appreciate his attention to the Interregnum). Rowe does not, however, concern himself with the essentiality or intertextuality of his data. Though reference is made to how the potency of the liminal time lends itself to preventive and divinatory ritual practices and apotropaic measures and symbols (10-11), no analysis is offered that necessarily explicates the overdetermination, except a passing nod to the phallic symbolism commonly believed to be associated with the Maypole (18).

While Rowe heartily expresses his gratitude to all his informants throughout the United Kingdom (7), MayDay is specifically dedicated to the people of Padstow, whose May Day celebrations inspired his early interest in traditional cultural expressions and practices that has continued to this day. With more than thirty years experience documenting calendar customs, Rowe may be considered an English version of what, in the United States, we know as a public folklorist (Roper 13). In 2002, he was awarded an honorary doctorate in music from the University of Sheffield for his research into vernacular culture and traditional music, and in 2005, Rowe was awarded the English Folk Dance and Song Society’s Gold Badge for his documentation of traditional song and dance (Taylor). 

This publication, however, is not the first of its kind and no doubt comparisons will be made with the life-work and publications of another British May-Day enthusiast and former recipient of the Gold Badge of the English Folk Dance and Song Society (and the Folklore Society's Coote-Lake Medal), Roy Judge (1929-2000), past Folklore Society President (1990-1993), who authored several works on related topics such as The Jack-in-the-Green: A May Day Custom (2000 [1979]) and May Day in England: An Introductory Bibliography (1999), and who has been credited with reuniting May customs with Morris dancing (Keays).
Rowe encourages people to enjoy May Day while reminding readers that the festivities are dependent upon community participation and preparation and are not simply tourist attractions. He cautions visitors to respect communities who take their traditions seriously and who continue to face challenges in light of external forces such as increasing health and safety regulations (7, 34). 

If Rowe’s goal is to demystify misconceptions surrounding May Day festivities, as suggested by Jeremy Deller in his back-cover blurb, I am not convinced that he has entirely succeeded in so few pages (the other blurb is contributed by another English cultural activist Billy Bragg), but if his goal is to incite interest and remind Brits to welcome the summer while “celebrating themselves – essential and elemental for a healthy society” (34), this short and snappy book has tremendous appeal, albeit for a predominantly non-academic English audience. The selected reading list includes some serious calendric scholarship nonetheless (94-95). As for me, I cannot help but wonder if Doc Rowe’s choice to use an orthographically-closed spelling of MayDay is perhaps intended to serve double duty as a distress signal…

Works Cited:

Keays, Tom. 10 April 2001. “May Day Remembrance for Roy Judge.” Bassett Street Hounds http://madtom.com/mayday/mayday_roy_judge.php (accessed January 13, 2008).

Roper, Jonathan. “Folklore Studies in England.” NNF News 4:3 (2001): 10-13.

Taylor, Malcolm. July 2006. “EFDSS Gold Badge Citation.” Doc Rowe Home and Archive. 

http://www.docrowe.org.uk/about/citation.html (accessed January 13, 2008).

Maria Teresa Agozzino

American Folklore Society/The Ohio State University

Playing the Hero: Reading the Irish Saga

 Táin Bó Cúailnge

Ann Dooley, University of Toronto Press, 2006, 298 pages

This book can be divided into three sections, all connected, yet different enough to alert the reader to Dooley’s stated intention of ‘playing’ with the text. Dooley is interested in three ‘games’ – textuality, myth and gender – that share a common system but merit individual attention. Continuing the gaming metaphor as it applies to sport, it is as if she were discussing hurling, lacrosse and hockey, games which employ balls and sticks of some sort and a similar rule structure, but which possess vast individual commentaries. The professionalization of the language of textual ‘play,’ as Dooley exhibits it in this book, is a necessary step for Celtic Studies, and one that Dooley handles deftly.

The first section, about textuality, is encompassed in Dooley’s chapters “Before Writing: Heroic Inscribing,” “Opening the Táin Bó Cúailnge,” and “A Scribe and His Táin: The H Interpolations in Táin Bó Cúailnge.” In these chapters, Dooley leads her reader through an analysis not simply of the texts of the different rescensions of the Táin, but also of the scribes who wrote those rescensions. In “Before Writing” Dooley sets this up by showing how an awareness of writing and reading are inscribed (so to speak) within the text. She is particularly cogent in her analysis of Etarcomol and Cethern, the latter of whom, she argues, “supplies his audience with the raw descriptive data which only he has experienced, and as long as he can spin out the narrative with the counting of his wounds, he can defer the moment of morbid prognosis. In this instance he wishes to be a glorious text – which paradoxically he himself cannot read – and also to control its interpretation” (35).This discussion of acknowledged textual awareness within the Táin itself allows Dooley to move on to a discussion of the different beginnings to the two main rescensions of the Táin in “Opening the Táin Bó Cúailnge.” This chapter addresses some of the age-old concerns about oral tales and written versions o f them, but Dooley is more interested in the scribes’ motivations for presenting different openings. What she ultimately argues is that the very textuality of the written versions give them a high social status. She thinks it likely that the LU rescension was written with an eye toward public reading at Clonmacnois: “it places the text squarely in a textual community where there is limited access to literacy but in which literacy has immense status value” (62). She moves from here to think extensively about the ‘H’ scribe and his interpolations in the LU text in the final chapter of this section, “A Scribe and his Táin: The H Interpolations in Táin Bó Cúailnge.” In a continuation of her argument about the prospective contemporary audience for the Táin, Dooley examines the “total effect” of H on the LU text which reveals “the nature of the medieval Irish writerly compact itself; one may observe this compact as it operated in the matter of contextual choices made and the options explored by one reader, ‘H,’ in order to transmit to a specific set of other readers in his cultural group his own literary insights. [. . . ] The writerly compact involves a scholarly deference both to the authoritative status of the texts at his disposal and also to the assemblage of shared cultural values in his proximate readerly circle. Thus in any evaluation of H’s significance one must continuously bear in mind the constitution of tradition and the cultural profile of the textual audience” (66).

The second section of Dooley’s book handles myth and its presence in the Táin. Her two chapters, “Epic Writing and Mythic Reading” and “Myth to Epic” allow her to read the text with a wider cultural lens than she employed in the previous three chapters. She states that part of her aim in these chapters is “to push towards a resetting and redefining of the question of the pagan/Christian content divide in medieval Irish literature” (101), which she does effectively in her analysis of two passages, the Macgnímrada (and in particular the Eógan mac Durthacht incident) in chapter four, and the healing of Cú Chulainn by his father Lug in chapter five. While giving the reader an intriguing mythic reading of these two passages, Dooley does not neglect her earlier points about the centrality of the scribe, particularly in reference to the movement in the different rescensions from the Macnímrada to the resumption of the cattle raid narrative proper. 

The final section about gender, then, weaves together the concerns of textuality and myth with an investigation of both women and men in the Táin. The sixth chapter is entitled “The Invention of Women in the Táin,” but she also discusses issues of gender in her concluding chapter, “The Sense of an Ending,” and in her “Epilogue: Our Bodies, Our Selves.” In “The Invention of Women,” Dooley identifies three types of scholarly critical language about women: liminality with respect to Fedelm, misogyny (always associated with Medb) and typology. Against these, she offers a reading of one of the final scenes of the Táin, when Medb has to stop and urinate. As Dooley argues, “by actions like these women project a direct language of the body that can stop a male-directed action dead in its tracks. It is a category of feminine discourse which can be deployed in extremis. It is a part of the experience of the feminine which stands right at the border of culture, and by responding to it men are led into a dangerous zone where their rigorous control over their own culturally gendered behaviour is in danger of being confounded” (181). While her final chapter returns to some of her concerns with narrative, narration and the scribes, it also discusses gender and some of the limitations of masculinity, particularly with reference to Fergus. So, too, does the epilogue, with its discussion of violence and death, place masculinity, not only narratologically, but also physically, with a brief examination of a recent archaeological dig at Gondole.

In sum, then, Dooley is remarkable in her ability to illuminate the connections between so many different aspects of the Táin, as illustrated above. But I should also make the point that she is not only discussing the Táin here, but many other early Irish texts, as well as critics and theorists. In all cases, her reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with particular arguments is clear, and her ability to build and extend an argument based on the groundwork of another critic or theorist is always cogent. This is a book that I will return to again and again in my own work; it offers new ways to think not just about the Táin, but about medieval literature in general.

Lahney Preston-Matto

Adelphi University

Opening the Field: Irish Women, Texts, and Contexts

Ed. Patricia Boyle Haberstroh and Christine St. Peter

Cork University Press, 2007


.

This essay collection should be immediately appealing to anyone interested in Irish literature in general, and in Irish literature by women in particular.  Ten prominent critics tackle an intriguing array of texts by Irish women writers, ranging from the well-known (Maria Edgeworth, Peig Sayers) to the up-and-coming (Mary Morrissy) to the (unjustly?) obscure.  It is a disappointment, then, to find the introduction defensive in tone, as though editors Patricia Boyle Haberstroh and Christine St. Peter felt pressed to justify the book’s existence.  “A conversation that excludes the voices of women,” they write, “a ‘canon’ that under-represents their achievements and a critical practice that does not include women’s scholarship can offer only a limited and exclusive educational experience” (p. 12).  These are worthy sentiments, surely, but ones that should by now be well established and beyond dispute.

Should.  There, of course, is the rub.  As Haberstroh and St. Peter argue, women’s writing remains a contested field, perhaps especially so in Ireland.  Citing the ongoing reverberations of the Field Day Anthology controversy of the nineties and the continuing disproportion of male to female writers in Irish publishing houses, the editors insist that this collection is a necessary intervention intended to illustrate “the many ways in which women writers can be read” (p. 7).  The result is a collection remarkably careful and self-conscious with respect to its own theoretical underpinnings; a trait that is at once its greatest strength and its greatest weakness.

At their best, the essays in Opening the Field are notably attentive to the literary texts under discussion while also illuminating the processes and goals of criticism itself.  In perhaps the finest piece, Anne Fogarty skillfully weaves a discussion of postmodern modes of representation, especially of female subjectivity, into her analysis of Mary Morissy’s novel The Pretender.  Morissy, a promising novelist from whom I suspect we will hear more in years to come, is also the focus of Ann Owens Weekes’ essay, which explores psychoanalytic theory while considering Morissy’s novel Mother of Pearl in the light of Adrienne Rich’s indictment of compulsory heterosexuality.  Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin’s “Becoming the Patriarch?” offers an absorbing reading of Maria Edgeworth’s Ormond that limns the larger question of how a woman writer might approach and critique traditional constructions of masculinity.  When the essays in this collection succeed, the critic illustrates how literary theory informs and enriches her reading of the text under consideration, without privileging the theory over the literary text itself.

At times, the balance in the essays shifts too far, for my taste, in the direction of explicating literary theory, sometimes at the expense of the literary texts under discussion.  Heidi Hansson, for instance, describes the ways in which writers like Judith Butler and Elizabeth Grosz have troubled the binary division of gender, but then is forced to explain at some length the seemingly obvious point that despite such insights, “nineteenth-century Irish women writers were identified as women”  (p. 45).  The introduction to Butler and Grosz’s work may be useful to readers new to feminist theory, but in this account theory seems more an impediment to common sense than an aid to nuanced reading.  One of the most promising essays in the collection, “Engendering the Postmodern Canon?” by Gerardine Meaney, suffers from a similar flaw.  Meaney, one of the editors of Volumes IV and V of the Field Day Anthology, discusses the editorial structure and methodologies used in compiling these volumes, a fascinating subject given their unusual content and format.  She is often lucid and illuminating when discussing the broad theoretical imperatives underlying the project, such as the editors’ desire to remap the canon of Irish writing, but unsatisfying when it comes to the particulars of the decisions they made.  I would have liked, for instance, to read about why the editors chose a thematic rather than strictly chronological order for the volumes, and how this decision related to the larger project of canon reformulation.

Despite such quibbles, Opening the Field is a worthy project with much to offer its readers.  Although seasoned scholars might find some of the essays over-long in their explication of theory, students may well benefit from the transparency of this approach.   More importantly, however, the collection offers fresh and intriguing perspectives on an impressive array of texts by Irish women – and that is something that even the most seasoned scholar should enjoy.






--Denell Downum
Suffolk University


The 2008 Annual Meeting of the Celtic Studies Association of North America will take place at Colgate University in Hamilton, New York, April 17-20.

Twenty-minute papers on all aspects of Celtic studies are invited. Abstracts should be sent by 31 January 2008 to:

Morgan Davies
Department of English
Colgate University
13 Oak Drive
Hamilton, NY 13346-1398
USA





Or by e-mail to mdavies@mail.colgate.edu 

Please cite “CSANA 2008” on the envelope or in the subject heading of your e-mail.

CALL FOR PAPERS—THIRTIETH ANNUAL UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA CELTIC STUDIES CONFERENCE, MARCH 6-9, 2008, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES
Sponsored by the UCLA Celtic Colloquium, the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, the Department of English, and the Indo-European Studies Program

The conference, to be held in Royce 314, is expected to run from Thursday afternoon (March 6) until Sunday mid-afternoon (March 9).  There will be a welcoming reception Thursday evening, entertainment Friday evening, and a banquet (see below) Saturday evening.  

Invited speakers include:

Caoimhín Breatnach (University College, Dublin)

Geraint Evans (Swansea University)

Helen Fulton (Swansea University)

Geraint Jenkins (University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies)

Róisín McLaughlin (Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies)

Meidhbhín Ní Úrdail (University College, Dublin)

Eve Sweetser (University of California, Berkeley)

Gregory Toner (University of Ulster, Coleraine)

Jürgen Uhlich (Trinity College, Dublin)

In addition, there will be special presentations on virtual resources of compelling interest to Celticists, including:

The newly completed digital model of the St. Gall Plan and related data base of the material culture of early medieval monasticism (Patrick Geary, UCLA);
The NEH “Ireland and Irish Studies” Project, part of UC Berkeley’s Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative (Daniel Melia, UC Berkeley);

The digitization of the Royal Irish Academy’s Dictionary of the Irish Language (eDIL and PACDIL) (Gregory Toner, University of Ulster, Coleraine).

Paper proposals from scholars and students are welcome.  Your proposal (250 words or less), on a topic pertinent to Celtic studies, may be submitted on line to the program committee chair Joseph Falaky Nagy at jfnagy@humnet.ucla.edu.  Please indicate any computer or audio-visual needs.  Proposals are due by or on Friday, January 7, and they will be evaluated later that month.   

For accommodations, please see http://www.cho.ucla.edu/housing/cholistf.htm, under “local hotels.”  Alas, our official hotel of yore, the Century Wilshire Hotel, is no longer with us, and its like will not be seen again.  And so, of those on the list, we recommend the Hilgard House Hotel (which at least is much closer in walking distance to the campus than the Century Wilshire was), or (for the budget-conscious) the Claremont Hotel and the Tiverton Terrace (also close to campus).

There will be a field-trip to the Huntington Library and Gardens on Saturday afternoon for conference participants (March 8).  Transportation will be provided free of charge, but seating on the UCLA bus will be limited.  Those who would like to learn more about the field-trip or sign up for it should contact Nagy at jfnagy@humnet.ucla.edu.  The conference banquet will be held at a restaurant near to the UCLA campus, and the cost (inclusive of gratuity, but exclusive of alcoholic beverage) will be $35.  Seating will be limited.  You may register for the banquet by sending a check, made out to “Joseph F. Nagy,” to him c/o English Department, UCLA, LA CA 90095-1530.   


The Societé Internationale d´Ethnologie et de Folklore (SIEF) Ritual Year Working Group announces a call for papers for ‘The Ritual Year and Gender Conference’ to be held in Cork, Ireland, 22nd – 26th June 2008. This will be the fourth international conference in the series on the theme of the ritual year and organized by the Folklore and Ethnology Department, University College Cork. 

We are pleased to announce that featured keynote speakers will include:


Gearóid Ó Crualaoich (Professor Emeritus of Folklore and Ethnology, University College Cork, Ireland) and Henry Glassie (Professor of Folklore, Indiana University, Bloomington, USA).

The intention of this conference is to examine aspects of the ritual year that relate to gender in either a social or symbolic sense and thus empirical and theoretical contributions to the scholarly understanding of the interplay between calendar year events and gender are welcomed. Members of the Ritual Year Working Group and non-members alike are cordially invited to submit papers. Folklorists, ethnologists and scholars from diverse disciplines are encouraged to submit papers that would address the interconnections and complexities in issues of gender roles in rituals related to the annual cycle. Consideration will also be given to papers on related topics and those that address current discourses on ritual studies and gender.         

There will be a special session on ‘The Celtic Year’ and on ‘May Day (Bealtaine)’

Those who would like to offer a paper are invited to submit abstracts of up to 200 words both to <ritualyear08@gmail.com> and to <butler.Jennifer@gmail.com> before the deadline of Monday 7th January 2008. When sending your abstract, please include your full name, highest academic degree, and Institutional/professional affiliation.

Unfortunately, no scholarship will be available for participants. Each participant, including speakers, will be expected both to pay his or her travel and accommodation expenses (though it should be noted that a special reduced rate of accommodation for conference delegates has been arranged at the conference venue: The Oriel House Hotel, Ballincollig, Cork). Speakers must register before being included in the final programme.

Notification of acceptance of paper proposals will be given by Friday 11th January 2008.

Speakers will be allocated 20 minutes for their talks, with 10 minutes for questions. Plans are in place for the publication of selected papers as part of a collection of conference proceedings. 

For further information, please email: ritualyear08@gmail.com  



A new website has been installed at Essen University in Germany which is dedicated to the Irish language. The site is arranged as a system of menus organised to reflect the different aspects of Irish. There is an introduction to the Irish language, both historical and contemporary, along with a number of overviews of Irish studies, the other Celtic languages, the interface between Irish and English, etc.. The two central parts of the website are concerned with the different dialects of present-day Irish as well as with the structure of the language, taking regional variation into account. Apart from these modules, there is a comprehensive glossary of linguistic terms, a set of reviews of linguistics for students as well as maps and illustrations pertaining to Ireland and Irish. Information on journals which cover Irish and the other Celtic languages is given and there is a large, internally structured bibliography with up-to-date references appropriate for students and scholars alike. Biographical information on the main scholars in Irish studies can also be found.

The cultural framework in which Irish is embedded is also dealt with and coverage of the manuscript tradition in Ireland, of art and architecture and of Celtic culture in general is given. This provides easy orientation for those who have not previously concerned themselves with Irish. Many links to other websites of interest have been included, e.g. to universities with departments of Irish/Celtic, and also to institutions, broadcasting companies, libraries, government departments and book and/or journal publishers. 

A special feature of this website is the treatment of spoken varieties of contemporary Irish. There are clickable maps of all the Gaeltachtaí with many sound files of native speakers illustrating current pronunciation. The chief characteristics of the dialects and the main differences are shown in tabular form. Appropriate sound files which exemplify these can be listened to while viewing phonetic transcriptions.

The website is fully searchable and the material it contains can be downloaded easily. Navigation around the website can be done either via a menu system or a tree representation of all modules. A full site-map and a list of themes with links is also provided.

The website can be accessed at the following address: http://www.uni-due.de/DI

Alternatively, you can simple google "Discover Irish".

This website has been designed and constructed by Raymond Hickey. All the texts and tables are his own and are put in the public domain under the assumption that if they are used by scholars and students, then appropriate acknowledgement will be made. The anonymous sound files stem from the project "Samples of Spoken Irish" and were collected in the Gaeltachtaí by the author during the past few years. At this point I would like to express my thanks to all the speakers who helped with this project: without their assistance and support this project would not have been possible.
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It is membership support for the Yearbook that makes it possible for us offer issues at a discount price, so please support the Yearbook and continue to do so.  Please send a check, made out to CSANA, and indicate what you would like to order (see below for available issues and prices), to CSANA Secretary-Treasurer Elissa Henken, Department of English, University of Georgia, Park Hall, University of Georgia, Athens GA 30602, USA.  

Those of you who haven’t obtained the latest published CSANA Yearbook (6, Myth in Celtic Literatures—see table of contents below) are urged to order your copy now, at the special CSANA member’s price of only $25.  We remind CSANA members that volumes 1, 2, 3-4, 5 of the Celtic Studies Assocation of North America Yearbook, published by Four Courts Press of Dublin, are still in print and available to them at the members’ fifty percent discount rate ($25 each; $50 for the special double volume, 3-4, the Festschrift for Patrick K. Ford). The contents of the already published Yearbook volumes (1, The Individual in Celtic Literatures; 2, Identifying the ‘Celtic’; 3-4, Heroic Poets and Poetic Heroes in Celtic Tradition; 5, Memory and the Modern in Celtic Literatures; and 6, Myth in Celtic Literatures), acclaimed in various journal reviews, are detailed on the Four Courts Press website at http://www.four-courts-press.ie/, and in the On-Line CSANA Bibliography (http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/celtic/).  

In addition to ordering copies for yourself, please be sure to ask your library to order the Yearbook, either at a discount rate with an institutional membership in CSANA, or directly from Four Courts Press. 
Table of Contents for CSANA Yearbook 6: Myth in Celtic Literatures, ed. Joseph Falaky Nagy (166 pp., including index) 
1) Phillip A. Bernhardt-House, “Horses, Hounds, and High Kings: A Shared Arthurian Tradition Across the Irish Sea?”

2) Rebecca Blustein, “Poets and Pillars in Cath Maige Tuired”

3) Ranke de Vries, “The Names of Lí Bán”

4) Denell Downum, “Suibhne, Citation, and the Myth of Originality”

5) Jessica Hemming, “Ancient Tradition or Authorial Invention? The ‘Mythological’ Names in the Four Branches”

6) Catherine McKenna, “The Colonization of Myth in Branwen Ferch Llŷr”

7) Antone Minard, “Colorful Monsters: The Afanc in Medieval Welsh Narrative”

8) Thomas O’Loughlin, “The Myth of Insularity and Nationality in Ireland”

9) Kathryn Stelmach, “Dead Deirdre?  Myth and Mortality in the Irish Literary Revival”

The theme of Volume 7, due out in Spring 2008, is “Law, literature, and society,” and it will contain:

Paul Russell, Poets, power and possessions in medieval Ireland: some stories from Sanas 

Cormaic

Michael Meckler, The assassination of Diarmait mac Cerbaill

Sara Elin Roberts, Emerging from the bushes: the Welsh law of women in the legal triads

Lahney Preston-Matto, Derbforgaill’s literary heritage: can you blame her?

Karen Eileen Overbey, Female trouble: ambivalence and anxiety at the Nuns’ Church

Timothy P. Bridgman, Naming and naming conventions concerning Celtic peoples in some 

early ancient Greek authors

CSANA members can pre-order vol. 7 at the discounted rate, just as with vol. 6.  

All yearbooks can by ordered via the Paypal link from the CSANA web page. 

The Theme of volume 8 is 'Narrative in Celtic tradition' and interested contributors should contact Joe Eska at eska@vt.edu.

If you are interested in reviewing any of the following books, or if you have another title in mind for review and would like me to contact the publisher for a review copy, please contact the newsletter editor at cmacquarrie@csub.edu. Reviews for the next newsletter should be received by September 15.
ANZACS and Ireland. Jeff Kildea. Cork UP; Cork, 2006. Paperback: 295 pages.
Dictionary of Munster Women Writers, 1800-2000. Edited by Tina O’Toole. Cork UP; Cork, 2005. Hardback: 330 pages.

Emily Lawless 1845-1913: Writing the Interspace. Heidi Hanson. Cork UP; Cork, 2006. Hardback: 234 pages.
Empire of Analogies: Kipling, India and Ireland. Kaori Nagai. Cork UP; Cork, 2006. 

Hardback: 185 pages.

The Fenian Ideal and Irish Nationalism, 1882-1916, by M.J. Kelly. Boydell: 

Woodbridge, Suffolk, 2006. Hardback: 282 pages 

Gearrscéalta ár Linne. Edited by Brian Ó Conchubhair. Cló Iar-Chonnachta: Indreabhán, Co. na Gaillimhe, Éire, 2006. Paperback: 392 pages

The Idiom of Dissent: Protest and Propaganda in Wales. Edited by Robin Chapman. Gomer Press; Llandysul, Ceredigion, 2006. Paperback: 165 pages. 

Ireland and the Global Question by Michael J. O’Sullivan. Cork UP; Cork. 2006.  Hardback: 215 pages.

Llywelyn the Great. Roger Turvey. Gomer Press; Llandysul, Ceredigion, 2007. Paperback: 160 pages.

Map-making, Landscapes and Memory: A Geography of Colonial and Early Modern Ireland c. 1530-1750 by William J. Smyth. Cork UP; Cork, 2006. Hardback: 584 pages.

Megalith: Eleven Journeys in Search of Stones. Edited by Damian Walford Davies.Gomer Press; Llandysul, Ceredigion, 2006. Paperback: 126 pages.

Playing the Hero: Reading the Irish Saga Táin Bó Cúailnge. Ann Dooley. University of Toronto Press: Toronto, 2006. Hardback: 298 pages.

Be sure to visit the bibliography and to contact Karen Burgess with further updates. kburgess@ucla.edu

There is an updated CSANA website at the above address which includes e-mail addresses, old newsletters, calls for papers, and announcements. Please contact cmacquarrie@csub.edu with any corrections, suggestions, or items to be included. Check the Website for updated calls for papers and other news

Celtic Studies Bibliography


� HYPERLINK "http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/celtic/csanabib.html" ��http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/celtic/csanabib.html�
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